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« Finalement, ce qui constitue l’ossature de l’existence, 
ce n’est ni la famille, ni la carrière, ni ce que d’autres 
penseront de vous, mais quelques instants de cette 
nature, soulevés par une lévitation plus sereine encore 
que celle de l’amour, et que la vie nous distribue avec 
une parcimonie à la mesure de notre faible coeur. » 

Nicolas Bouvier, L’Usage du Monde.

« In the end, the bedrock of existence is not made up of family, 
or work, or what others think of you, but of moments like this 
when you are exalted by a transcendent power that is more se-
rene than love. Life dispenses them parsimoniously; our feeble 
hearts cannot stand more ». 

Nicolas Bouvier, The Way of the World.



ABOUT ME
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A father of two beloved twins, I grew up in a quite traditional middle-class caring and value-oriented fa-
mily of Brittany, France. From a young age I was fascinated by science, and throughout my academic path 
I explored Geology, Ecology and Anthropology. 

However, it wouldn’t fulfill my need to channel my creative side, and this realization would lead me to 
register to Nantes’s School of Design in the Product Design Program, a defining moment in my career. 
Following my graduation, I was hired by a modest but very formative design firm in the vicinity of Paris. 

MY BACKGROUND
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At the age of 27 a personal health issue forced me to bed for several months. It imposed me a different 
pace in one’s life as well as a different gaze on my surrounding space.

Luckily, I underwent a successful back surgery that put me back on track, but the months of confinement 
I experienced had me develop a keen interest in Horology and on how I could apply my skills to that field. 
Perhaps naively, I put down a few of my ideas on paper and sent them to renown Brands (most of whom 
would initially not even reply!). 

However, after a while, Bell & Ross and TAG Heuer became my very first clients.  From then on, I was 
hooked on watch design, entirely investing my time in perfecting my skills, making it a full-time career in 
2005, as an independent. Although back then, in parallel to designing my favorite object, I also draw watch 
and jewelry displays - that would help make ends meet.  

MY WATCH PASSION
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I believe any perspective can’t be solely objective, and that it is always incomplete. Thankfully my ad-
ventures led me to periodically meet mentors who truly influenced me, made me question established 
dogmas, evolve and learn from my mistakes. 

Today, I stand firm on at least one principle: the respect of Life. Indeed, we live in an ever complexifying 
world, in an era where we’re forced to collectively experience that “back pain” I experienced as a younger 
man. In retrospect, now I know everything happens for a reason, and Nature too has its ways of forcing 
a pause upon us. 

I am still eager to uncover its mysteries, but from a much more humbled posture, and I do hope I’m not 
the only one. Life – in all its forms – deserves our reverence, especially in these challenging times. This 
project is my way of placing in my job area my personal stone on a tribute to its resilience. 

MY PHILOSOPHY
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In a sense, for most of my works, I am an equivalent of a ghost writer for the Watchmaking Industry, and I 
am bound by Non-Disclosure Agreements which I respect. Below are some of the companies I worked with 
since 2002.

That said, the vast majority of my work since 2005 has been focused on the Watchmaking Industry for re-
nown brands, although I have also accepted some requests for plane interior, cosmetics, communication, 
product strategy and product design.  In 2015 I was involved in the creation of the Sekford brand and of its 
pure and classical watches. 

It would be a shame for me to tell my story without dedicating a moment to Bruno Belamich, design direc-
tor of Bell & Ross. For one thing he trusted me early in my career, and he stands out in the constellation of 
people I worked with. Our relationship has been developing for more than fifteen years as of today and I 
am grateful to him. 

MY BIO



CONTENT
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MY PHOTO ALBUM

Places where I feel good, things I like. Lapland and Canada, Groix Island (France), Clisson, Amorgos...
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Perhaps as a reflection of the nature of my work, I am a private person and although I find the phenome-
non of Social Platforms fascinating, I don’t particularly enjoy having the spotlight on my private life. 

To me, being face-to-face in person when I interact with my friends, colleagues and relatives has no price.  
Fortunately, I live in a small town in a closely knit community, a few walk steps away from several of my 
close friends. That said, I enjoy watching contents that feature both the best and the worst of what my 
fellow humans can do. 

I am also very aware of the power of those platforms and of how they can be instrumental in propagating 
thoughts big and small. 

MY SOCIAL MEDIA ACCOUNTS

LinkedIn
https://fr.linkedin.com/in/cedric-bellon-107a1877

Instagram
#cedricbellonwatches

Facebook
CedricBellonWatches
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A famous picture from the NASA and a text about it written by Carl Sagan, astronomer and philosopher, 
that I think are inspiring and remind us what and where we are.

WHAT ELSE SHOULD WE KNOW THAT WE FORGOT TO ASK ?

THE PALE BLUE DOT OF EARTH : In this image, one of 60 frames taken by the 
Voyager 1 spacecraft on February 14, 1990, the Earth is a mere point of light, 
a crescent only 0.12 pixel in size. Our planet was caught in the center of one 
of the scattered light rays resulting from taking the image so close to the Sun. 
This image is part of Voyager 1’s final photographic assignment which captured 
family portraits of the Sun and planets. Picture : NASA

« Look again at that dot. That’s here. That’s home. That’s us. On it 
everyone you love, everyone you know, everyone you ever heard of, 
every human being who ever was, lived out their lives. The aggregate of 
our joy and suffering, thousands of confident religions, ideologies, and 
economic doctrines, every hunter and forager, every hero and coward, 
every creator and destroyer of civilization, every king and peasant, 
every young couple in love, every mother and father, hopeful child, 
inventor and explorer, every teacher of morals, every corrupt politician, 
every « superstar », every « supreme leader », every saint and sinner 
in the history of our species lived there-on a mote of dust suspended 
in a sunbeam.

The Earth is a very small stage in a vast cosmic arena. Think of the en-
dless cruelties visited by the inhabitants of one corner of this pixel on 
the scarcely distinguishable inhabitants of some other corner, how fre-
quent their misunderstandings, how eager they are to kill one another, 
how fervent their hatreds. Think of the rivers of blood spilled by all 
those generals and emperors so that, in glory and triumph, they could 
become the momentary masters of a fraction of a dot.

Our posturing, our imagined self-importance, the delusion that we 
have some privileged position in the Universe, are challenged by this 
point of pale light. Our planet is a lonely speck in the great enveloping 
cosmic dark. In our obscurity, in all this vastness, there is no hint that 
help will come from elsewhere to save us from ourselves.

The Earth is the only world known so far to harbor life. There is nowhere 
else, at least in the near future, to which our species could migrate. 
Visit, yes. Settle, not yet. Like it or not, for the moment the Earth is 
where we make our stand.

It has been said that astronomy is a humbling and character-building 
experience. There is perhaps no better demonstration of the folly of 
human conceits than this distant image of our tiny world. To me, it 
underscores our responsibility to deal more kindly with one another, 
and to preserve and cherish the pale blue dot, the only home we’ve 
ever known. »

Carl Sagan
Pale Blue Dot: A Vision of the Human Future in Space



ABOUT MY WORK
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WATCH PORTFOLIO

Some projects that are milestones for me in my career in watchmaking.

1) TAG Heuer Aquaracer Alarm, 2) Bell & Ross BR01 T, 3) Longines Grand Vitesse, 4) Bell & Ross BR01 Heritage, 5) Concord Quantum Gravity, 6) Bell & 
Ross BR01 Radar, 7) Technomarine Sport, 8) Bell & Ross HD Mototbike, 9) Bell & Ross BRX1 Carbon, 10) Alpina AlpinerX, 11) Bell & Ross BR01 Burning 

Skull,12) Frederique Constant Delight, 13) The 5TH Automatic, 14) Sekford T1A, 15) Frederique Constant Yacht Timer, 16) Bell & Ross  BR05

All Bell & Ross projects are made under the design direction of Bruno Belamich, and coworked with th BR’s team.
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OTHER PRODUCTS AND DESIGN PORTFOLIO

Some past projects

1) X-gen sport backpack, 2) Daher, rescue case, 3) diploma project, 4) lake leisure, Finland, 5) PB workstation, 6) PB command, 7) PB workstation, 8) 
EggSolutions, 360° surveillance camera, 9) St Gobain trophy, 10) St Gobain furniture, 11) Baume & Mercier packaging,

12) French president plane interior, 13) Maurice Lacroix displays, 14) Korean Airline, 1st class sit, 15 and 16) Ivy Company, kids polos.



MY PROJECT
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CB Watches (Cedric Bellon Watches) is about sustainable watchmaking.

ENVIRONMENT & WATCH INDUSTRY: the project is focused on the environmental impact of the watch-
making industry, and aims at avoiding, eliminating, and de creasing the chemical footprint as well as energy 
consumption involved in the process of producing watches.
 
As an ode to craftsmanship, talent and people, most of the aspects of the chain were revisited, from 
design to enginee ring, sourcing, materials, transportation, packaging, papers, logistics... In the endeavor, 
we developed solutions to inject this responsible approach to as many of the components production as 
we could.

A TOOL (WATCH): simple, reliable, fixable, timeless, mechanical, locally produced (Swiss made)... 
Appeasing and reassuring from the first glance, this watch is built to last, and is independent from any 
fashion cycle.  It is gorgeous today, and it will be tomorrow.

MATERIALS: the materials are recyclable, recycled, natural, and / or neutral; which means with no impact 
on the environment if they ever end-up in the wild. Case (certified recycled stainless steel), dials (no galva-
nic treatments, natural pigmented inks), straps (leathers from respectable sources (Europe) and naturally 
tanned), packaging (papers and woods from European PEFC sources)...

ABOUT THE WATCH / THE PURPOSE

Back in 1972, the Meadows Report warned us on the impact humanity has on ecosystems. A few years 
later, in 1988, James Hansen’s testimony before the US Senate paved the way to an increased awareness 
in poli tical and governing circles, making it an increasingly prominent topic which, nowadays, no one can 
ignore.
 
Leaders, citizens, craftsmen or consumers – we can act, and so much can be done.
This project is our way to conjugate this awareness with our passion : watchmaking. 
 
This project’s idea came in 2005. However, back then the market was not open enough, and the project 
was put in hold until 2019, when we relaunched its R&D, without even knowing that 2020 would be such 
an awakening for mankind, and such a launchpad for virtuous projects like this one, in line with a global 
appetite for actions geared toward an alternative to over-globalization.

NEW FUTURE

This Watch is also a tribute to humanists, scientists, artists, and explorers whose work inspire real change 
and contribute to a more sustainable future for all of us, a collective statement amplified by each of their 
owners.
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From hand tools to tool-watches.

Locally making sustainable watches with natural/neutral materials, one that will last for a lifetime opened 
a window for me to question the Industry and to inspire myself. This process is not a tangible element 
when you look at the watch, yet it should be one its owner will wear on his/her wrist.

The Earth, people... and tools.

The Earth, our beautiful and only home, and the mystery of its inception have always fascinated me. I felt 
compelled to design an ode to its uniqueness. 

My family, my friends, and some visionary people who dedicated their lives to a cause through their work 
; throughout my life, they were gems that fed my human need for inspiring figures.

As a designer, I am a man of goods, materials, textures, uses and functions, and I developed a relationship 
with tools. For some reason, I find it satisfying to be in the presence of primary tools such as an axe, a 
knife, a hook, or a pencil - simple tools which I find beautiful in their construction, and noble even in their 
simplest function. In a world dominated by computers and smartphones that no longer have one single 
purpose, these objects are soothing land marks, unevolving, atemporal, and above all are not predestined 
to obsolescence.

They embody sustainability and simplicity.

I wanted to fill my job with all of this. 

THE INSPIRATION
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This watch is a statement, by its owner, and by the Industry.
 
Cool watches, locally produced, which feature high end, reliable and sustainable components. A collec-
tive statement for minimal impact on natural resources, and a commitment to revisit watchmaking to 
minimize the impact of its Art.
 
Beyond its aestetics, deep in each of its components, the watch carries this idea of bettering ourselves 
through our choices, a valuable object that embodies our values.
 
The project also constitutes my personal and professional contribution to a wider movement. 

USP (Unique Selling Proposition)
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In 2020, the whole world went through a special and memorable time, which probably induces substancial 
changes in the way we consider it, the way we consume, live and think. At least, I hope so.

Maybe in the future people will not own watches anymore, but if they do, I hope they will act differently 
than consumers did until now.

Then, I would ask personnally to the CB’s future customers a favor.

With the aforementioned considerations in mind, I would greatly appreciate that they take a moment to 
reflect on the reasons for which they are considering acquiring a CB watch, and that - once they are ready 
- they share those thoughts in a letter of intention. 

These precious testimonials would tell us if we work in a good way.

THE FUTURE OWNER
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WHAT IS NEXT ?

I hope CB’s message finds its audience, and if so, you can expect to hear more from us, with other watches 
that will benefit from the virtuous production pipeline we established with this watch.
 
On another note, that will allow me to spend more time home, cook for the kids and one day hopefully 
inspire them with this story. Finally, I’d love to be involved in the establishment of some sort of educa-
tional sanctuary, a forest land where people can come, observe, learn and benefit from the legacy of this 
project.



THE WATCHES
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DESIGN CONCEPT

A sustainable watch inspired by tools  
Fully mechanical
Reliable
Simple
Beautifully raw
Timeless
Waterproof and durable
Comfortable
 
This watch will age well and hopefuly will be just as gorgeous tomorrow as it is today.
Thanks to a horological identity rooted in a legacy from the 60’s – namely “skin-diver” cases – which are still 
so appealing today, this watch is not for those who need to follow a fashion trend, but are rather looking for 
an efficient tool, a simple, reliable and soothing object that lasts.  

One of the favorite diving watch of the Cousteau’s crew: the « Aquastar Deepstar » chronograph, here under the brand Duward . Picture:  Hodinkee.
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MOODBOARD

1 recycled stainless steel, 2 watchmaking, 3 orientation, 4 childhood, 5 veg-tan leathers, 6 handcrafts, 7 trees, 8 landmarks
9 PEFC wooden packagings, 10 hand made, 11 paths, 12 life fragility, 13 handtools, 14 simple functions, 15 conservation, 16 home
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INITIAL SKECTHES - PRELIMINARY DESIGNS
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THE WATCH CB01 (before Community creation phase)

The CB mark comes as a signature or a seal, more than a logo. I feel comfortable with this project in a humble 
and craftsmanship way, not in the traditionnal branded way.

(movement: repurposed stock of Dubois-Depraz 14060)
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THE WATCH CB02 (before Community creation phase)

(movement: repurposed stock from Soprod)
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THE WATCHES (before Community creation phase)

CB01 and CB02 - « naked dial »

CASE :  Ø 40 mm, 47 mm lenght, 12 mm thick, stainless steel
DIAL: brushed and engraved stainless steel (no chemical treatments, no printings)
MOVEMENT CB01: Dubois-Depraz caliber 14060 (automatic, hour, minute, small second)
MOVEMENT CB02: Soprod (automatic, hour, minute, second, date)
STRAPS: veg-tan leather

CB01 CB02
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THE WATCHES (CB01 before Community creation phase)

(3D preview)
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THE WATCHES (before Community creation phase)

CB01

Dubois-Depraz 14060

Automatic
Hour, minute, small second

(base Selita SW200 + small second module)

repurposed unused stock

CB02

Soprod

Automatic
Hour, minute, second, date

repurposed unused stock 
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Processes, the watches, production, humans, crafts, tools, materials, workshop, art, life, books, people, talents,
places, simplicity, sustainability, environment, biology, ecosystems, micro-world, macro-world, science, nature, beauty...
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